Settling in policy: Denton Nursery
Aim:

It is our aim to provide a stimulating, engaging and welcoming environment where all children feel safe, secure and comfortable. We recognise parents and carers as the first educators of their children and as such we aim to involve them as partners in their children’s learning. We want to make the transition to Nursery as smooth as possible and as such we will endeavour to create a settling program which meets the needs of the individual child.
The settling in process:

The home visit:

Prior to starting at Denton Community Nursery, a home visit will be arranged at a mutually agreeable time. Two members of the Nursery team will offer to visit the child in their home setting. One of these will be the child’s key worker. A home visit will normally last half an hour and the staff will play with the child and talk through the First steps settling in pack*(see appendix 1) with the parent/carer this will include some of the registration paperwork. At this visit the role of the key worker will be explained. The Parent and child will be given a photograph of their keyworker and some sheets to share their observations about their child’s individual likes and needs.
The stay and play session:
Following the home visit the child will be invited to attend an open “stay and play session” with their parent /carer. This session will allow them to familiarise themselves with the Nursery environment and to meet all of the Nursery staff. The child’s key worker will greet them and engage with them during the session. At this session the child’s keyworker will talk to the parent about the first session and will they will plan the length and support in this session together.
The first sessions:
We recognise the need for flexibility and a settling in program tailored to the needs of the individual. As such, the child’s key worker will liaise with the parent/carer to plan their initial sessions at Nursery. We suggest that the parent/carer settles their child at an activity before leaving. We ultimately work towards children being independent enough to say goodbye to their parent/carer at the door. The keyworker will chat informally to the parent/carer at the end of each of these first sessions. For some children this process will be rapid and easy but for others it may be more challenging. It will be explained to parents that all children settle at different rates and that the youngest children may take longer to settle.
Children struggling to settle:
If a child is struggling to settle at Nursery then the Nursery team will work together with the parent/carer to create a plan which may include the following:

Reduced session length

Parental accompaniment in sessions
Involvement of a special toy
A buddy 

A home/school diary and a reward system
Phone calls during the session to reassure the parent/carer.

NB:These strategies may also be used when children who have previously settled well, experience some disruption or setback which means they become less settled in the setting.

Recognising when a child has settled:
When the child separates happily from their parent/carer and is confident to engage in an activity whether this be independently, with a peer or a member of staff, then we will consider the child has settled. At this point we will suggest that the parent/carer says goodbye as soon as their child is settled at their activity.

Developing ongoing relationships with parents and carers as partners:
Parents and carers will be offered regular opportunities to discuss their child’s progress and feed into their learning journey. WOW moment sheets will allow parents/carers to share their children’s achievements outside the nursery setting. Once a term parents/carers will be invited to look at their child’s learning journey with the nursery teacher. At this consultation the next steps for the individual child will be discussed and any concerns can be raised. These individual next steps will then be embedded into future planning.
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